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These  two  types  of  electrically  operated  crowding 
gates  for  dairy  cattle  were  developed  at  the  University 
of  California,  Davis.  The  gates  can  be  used  in  most 
sections  of  the  United  States  and  for  various  size  dairy 
operations. 

The  function  of  a  good  holding  pen  is  to  keep  dairy 
cows  crowded  in  a  space  too  small  for  cow  comfort- 
about  14  square  feet  per  cow.  This  tactic  has  often  been 
overlooked  by  dairy  operators.  Consequently,  not 
enough  study  to  design  layout  and  operation  of  a 
holding  area  result  in  the  common  problem  of  cows 
being  reluctant  to  move  from  the  holding  area  into 
the  milking  parlor. 

Some  operators  use  sectional  gates  to  reduce  the 
size  of  the  holding  area  as  cows  move  out  of  it  and  into 
the  milking  area.  Power-operated  gates  or  fences  are 
also  used. 

The  pipe  gate,  shown  on  the  back  page,  is  secured  in 
the  fully  open  position  until  the  cows  have  been  shut 


in  the  holding  area.  When  the  gate  is  released,  it  swings 
against  the  cows,  urging  them  forward. 

The  gate  of  chain  link  fencing  is  pushed  to  one  side 
to  allow  the  cows  to  enter  the  pen  and  then  is  closed 
behind  them.  The  milker  controls  the  gate.  As  the  cows 
move  through  to  the  parlor,  the  gates  on  the  tracks 
gently  push  the  other  animals  forward. 


Complete  working  drawings  may  be  obtained  from  the  extension 
agricultural  engineer  at  your  State  university.  There  may  be  a  small 
charge  to  cover  cost  of  printing. 

If  you  do  not  know  the  location  of  your  State  university,  send  your 
request  to  Agricultural  Engineer,  Extension  Service,  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.  20250.  He  will  forward  your  request 
to  the  correct  university. 
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2  TYPES  OF 
CROWDING  GATES 

(  DIAGRAMMATIC  VIEWS  ) 
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5.75"  Pulleys  60  RPM.  reversible  gear  motor 

controlled  by  milker 


Insulator 


1/4"  Aircraft    coble 


Electronic  fence  controller 
(Non  impulse) 
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Barn   door  track 


Push  fence  to  one  side  to  allow 
cows  ic  enter  pen. 
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